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World Sickle Cell Awareness Day 2017

Sickle cell disease and Thalassaemia
affect millions of people throughout
the world and is particularly common
among those whose with ancestry
from sub-Saharan Africa; South
America, the Caribbean and Central
America, Saudi Arabia, India and also
Mediterranean countries such as
Turkey, Greece and Italy.
In 2008 the United Nations General
Assembly designated 19th of June
every year as World Sickle Cell Day to
raise the awareness about Sickle cell
/Thalassaemia disease, to support

Olatunji Sule of TunMicro Sickle Cell Foundation speaks at Sickle Cell Awareness Event 2017

victims
and
those
advancing
treatment or seeking to find a cure.
On the 19th of June 2009, World
Sickle Cell Day was first observed.
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Lord Mayor of Belfast the Honourable Councillor Nuala McAllister delivers an address
at the ACSONI & Tun Micro Sickle Cell Awareness Event 2017.

Newly elected Lord Mayor of Belfast Councillor Nuala McAllister spoke briefly at the Sickle Cell Awareness event
which was held at Stranmillis University on 17th, June 2017.

“I am pleased to see organisations like ACSONI and TunMicro Sickle Cell Foundation taking the lead to put the
spotlight on Sickle cell and Thalassaemia in this region. Public knowledge around these health concerns is
important especially where it alerts parents about sudden
deaths in infants or alleviates pain and suffering. It is
imperative that information is distributed widely to
enable those at risk to make informed decision around
managing their illness”. (Lord Mayor of Belfast Councillor
Nuala McAllister)
The event highlighted Sickle Cell disease and its impact
on those who suffer from this debilitating condition. The
attendees saw two mini documentaries of persons
currently living with Sickle Cell and what their lives were
like normally and when they were in crisis. There were
also personal stories related by speakers who have close
contact with Sickle Cell sufferers as well as an update by
TunMicro Sickle Cell Foundation (TSCF) which has been
doing voluntary work in Nigeria with hopes of further
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expansion.
TunMicro Sickle Cell Foundation speakers Olatunji Sule and expressed the need for persons from
regions/communities which were at risk for Sickle Cell to get tested. (Persons from or with ancestry from: subSaharan Africa, South America, the Caribbean and Central America, Saudi Arabia, India and also Mediterranean
countries such as Turkey, Greece and Italy)

“Sickle Cell Day and its events raise awareness and knowledge all over the world of this terrible disease and its
impact on the sufferers and their families. Once seen as only a
minority disease, intermarriage and our 'shrinking world' have
shown this disease affects all communities so Tunmicro SCF is
proud to contribute to these important activities." Olatuni Sule of
Tun Micro””.
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““Sickle Cell and Thalassaemia are debilitating diseases which many people in this region may not be aware of
their devastating impact on lives and communities.
ACSONI works with other organisations to provide opportunities where
people within the African and Caribbean Diaspora communities are able
to access support and education around these issues. We would also
like to encourage further conversations and joint inter-agency work as
well as inclusivity towards achieving best practice in health equality
locally. “- Joseph Ricketts ACSONI Programme Manager””

Northern Ireland Becomes:

A Fairtrade Devolved Region
Northern Ireland has become a Fairtrade devolved region after achieving its criteria and main targets of having all
its five cities and six of its 11 councils attaining Fairtrade status to include their respective towns. The remaining
councils are currently working towards the Fairtrade status. Central government, higher education institutions,
schools, places of worship, businesses and workplaces have also played their vital part in the campaign.
On Monday June 19, 2017 the official declaration of this achievement was celebrated at Stormont. According to
Dr. Christopher G. Stange, Secretariat - All Party Group on Fairtrade, and Chair of Fairtrade Belfast:

“This would not have been possible without the work of many across Northern Ireland and
a unified approach. Therefore, we wish everyone from across the province to join together
to celebrate our commitment to the developing world as one region.”
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Pictured above : APG on Fairtrade; Emma Daly, Dr. Christopher Stange- Secretariat - All Party Group on Fairtrade, and Chair of Fairtrade
Belfast, Joseph Ricketts- Programme Manager ACSONI

ACSONI has been a proactive member of the Fairtrade working groups in Belfast, Lisburn and Castlereagh
council areas. ACSONI contributed to the many campaigns over the years. Fairtrade is particularly important
to communities and farmers in regions such as Africa, India, South America and the Caribbean.
Fairtrade aids economic and social development in these countries. A major concern in the world today is
human trafficking; Fairtrade is also a campaign aimed at fighting child slavery and human trafficking.

ACSONI is interested in raising awareness locally and in schools to determine how our actions can better
protect the environment and the vulnerable. It teaches us as a nation how to act in an ethical manner. –
Joseph Ricketts ACSONI Programme Manager.

For full details on the campaign and achieved criteria: https://www.northernirelandfairtrade.org/projects
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ACSONI Attends US Consul General’s Independence Reception

Lord Mayor of Belfast Rt Hon Cnlr Nuala McAlister & Her Husband Mr McAllister With ACSONI Programme Manager
_____________________________________________
The US Consul General in Belfast held their annual Independence reception on 30th, July 2017.
The occasion was well attended by specially invited guests from various sectors and organizations across Northern Ireland.
It was a pleasant event and set in American Barbecue, open-air fashion with a live band and a former contestant of a
top-rated US talent show.

Diljit Singh Rana, Baron Rana, MBE , with ACSONI Staff and US colleagues
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S13 Launches New Shared Space on Boucher Road, Belfast

th

The Magwere Band entertains the audience with lively Afro-Beat music at the launch of S13 Shared Space-30 June 2017
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UPCOMING ACSONI -ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

 Caribbean Week – Sunday,13th to Saturday,19th August, 2017.
 Global Living Café- Thursday, 13thAugust, 2017.
 ICC Launch: Ireland vs West Indies – Friday, 18th August, 2017.
 Drop-In Programme – On Going
 Community Intercultural Dialogue Event ( August 23rd-30th)
 Cultural Diversity Day South 13 (September 2017 )
 European Capital of Cultural Community Consultation ( South
13)
 African and Caribbean Fest – Belfast Culture Night
 Black History Month Commemorations
 Cultural Diversity Training
 FGM Research Launch Stormont Parliament

Nattassa Latcham is a Media & Communications Consultant who also volunteers as the
Communications & Cultural/Arts Officer for ACSONI.
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